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In Lawsuit, Senate Dems Decry “Blatantly Unconstitutional” Redistricting

By Nick Reisman 
January 31, 2012 at 9:58 am
Senate Democrats this morning filed a lawsuit against LATFOR’s redistricted lines, arguing that the proposed maps are “blatantly unconstitutional.”

In the suit, filed in state Supreme Court, Democrats take aim at the proposed 63rd Senate seat that’s being placed in the Capital Region area and the mathematical formula Republicans use to justify the extra seat.

And the conference blasts LATFOR writ large for lacking transparency.

“… this case is all the more disturbing given the manner in which LATFOR deprived the public of its entitlement to a meaningful opportunity to participate in the process.”

The suit argues that the court should decided the issue “extraordinarily quickly” given the compressed time period.

“Because LATFOR is about to spend weeks holding hearings on its 63-seat plan, and given the Legislature’s session calendar, it appears the earliest that a plan could be passed and sent to the Governor would be late February. That would begin litigating this critical threshold Constitutional issue.”
Cuomo has vowed to veto the lines as they stand now.

The filing of the suit, reported in the Times today, is not unusual in any redistricting process. But with a June 26 primary for Congressional races looming, this year’s process is under severe strain to finish sooner rather than later. 
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